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mation with regard to the systems in force in other states. It has divided 
its work into the following branches: 

a. Registration of voters. 

b. Methods of nomination. 

c. Form of ballot. 

d. Conduct of election. 

e. Election crimes and penalties. 

f. Election contests. 

"It has, through its secretary, conducted a large amount of correspond- 
ence and gathered together a large amount of information on each of 
these subjects, which it is classifying and arranging. It will probably 
soon take up the discussion of these questions, with a view to reducing 
and defining the desirable subjects of discussion, and it may then hold 
meetings or seek specific information from various bodies and individ- 
uals." 

Whatever the commission may accomplish in the way of changes in 
the law, the publication of a report of the character above indicated will 
in itself be a very distinct public service, since compiled and systematized 
information in regard to most of these branches of the laws of the sev- 
eral states, and even more particularly in regard to their working, is at 
present surprisingly scanty and out of date, The report will therefore 
be awaited with the greatest interest by all students of election laws. 

Arthur Ludington. 

Biennial Elections. In November, 1910, the people of Rhode Island 
will vote upon the question of adopting an amendment to article xiii of 
the constitution of the state. This amendment provides that the gover- 
nor, lieutenant-governor, secretary of state, attorney general, general 
treasurer, and senators and representatives in the general assembly, 
shall be elected at town, ward, and district meetings, on the Tuesday 
next after the first Monday in November, biennially instead of annually 
commencing in 1912, and shall hold their offices for two years. 

Child Labor Law, Rhode Island. Under the title of an amendment 
to the factory inspection law, an act regulating the provisions of age em- 
ployment certificates for children has passed the Rhode Island legislature. 
This law provides that no child under 14 years of age shall be employed 
in any factory, manufacturing or business establishment within this 
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state, and no child under 16 years of age shall be employed in said estab- 
lishments between the hours of 8 o'clock in the afternoon of any day and 
6 in the forenoon of the following day. No child under 16 years of age 
shall be permitted to work in any factory or manufacturing or business 
establishment unless said child presents to the person or corporation em- 
ploying him or her an age employment certificate, uniform throughout the 
state, given under the direction of the school committee of the city or 
town in which the child resides. Such certificate shall state (a) name of 
said child, (b) date and place of birth, (c) height, color of eyes and hair, 
and complexion, (d) name and place of residence of person having con- 
trol of said child; and such certificate shall certify (1) that said child has 
completed 14 years of age, (2) that said child is able to read at sight and 
write legibly simple sentences in the English language, and (3) that there 
is reason to believe that the child is healthy and physically able to per- 
form the work which he or she intends to do. Attested copies of the 
birth certificate, baptismal certificate and passport of the child must 
be attached to the age employment certificate, unless the school committee 
of the city or town where the child resides rules otherwise in exceptional 
cases. These age employment certificates are filed with the employer at 
the place where the child is employed and are at all times subject to the 
supervision of the factory inspectors. This act takes effect September 
1, 1910. The provision for the reading and writing of simple sentences 
becomes effective January 1, 1911. 

Grace Sherwood. 

Criminal Courts of New York City: Proposed Reforms of; The 

commission known as the Page commission appointed jointly by Governor 
Hughes and the legislature of New York state in 1908 to inquire into 
the administration of justice in courts of inferior criminal jurisdiction 
in New York City, Buffalo and Rochester, and which during the past 
two years has taken over five thousand pages of testimony, submitted 
its final report to the legislature on April 4. The report is accompanied 
by bills which have been introduced in the legislature, and which will proba- 
bly be enacted without much change. The chairman of the commission 
is former State Senator Alfred R. Page, now a supreme court justice, 
and the counsel of the commission is Julius M. Mayer, formerly state 
attorney general. 

A report made by the commission last year concerning the court 
system of Buffalo resulted in the organization in that city of a court, 
modeled after the Chicago municipal court and possessing both civil 



